[Experimental studies on the question of the enzymatic destruction of the ossicular bones during middle ear inflammations (author's transl)].
The proteolytic activity of purulent middle ear secretions from patients with cholesteatoma, chronic otitis media, acute otitis media and radical mastoid cavities were investigated. The proteolytic activity in the secretions from cases with cholesteatoma is higher than from patients with other chronic otitis media. The collagenolytic effect of the matrix of cholesteatoma combined with the high level of the bacterial and leukocytic proteinases in the middle ear secretions is undoubtedly one of the main factors in the destruction of the ossicular bones.